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France under the Republic. By JEAN CHARLEMAGNE BRACQ. 
New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1910. — vii, 376 pp. 

In his preface Professor Bracq tells us that he " has attempted in 
this book to gauge the great political experiment of France during the 
last four decades, and to make an inventory of the constructive and re- 
formatory work of the Republic." And although his volume is not a 
large one, it embraces a rapid and yet detailed survey of almost every 
phase of activity — economic, intellectual, scientific, moral, religious and 
political — and gives a fairly comprehensive picture of " the social labo- 
ratory of Europe. ' ' Moreover, the picture is clear, and it should prove 
exceedingly interesting to those who know France only in a casual way 
and see it only across national prejudices. 

The latter half of the volume is devoted to the religious crisis. As a 
French Protestant, Professor Bracq has " endeavored to set forth ob- 
jectively the contention between Catholics and Free Thinkers in the 
light of impartial law, which the former almost systematically oppose 
and the latter not infrequently disregard" ; and the objectivity is pretty 
well maintained. Of fresher interest, however, for both the academic 
and the general reader are two chapters on " Moral Instruction in 
French Schools " and " Extracts from Text- Books " in this field. Here 
is evidence which cannot be ignored of a sincere attempt to substitute 
for dogmatic theology a pure and reasoned morality — a morality, to 
quote from one of the lessons, " prescribed by conscience and founded 
upon human dignity." Other lessons impress upon the student his 
" duties toward God," and submit a series of " proofs of the existence 
of God." This can scarcely be called " teaching atheism." 

The book is an eager challenge to all who would put France among the 
decaying nations. Over against the decreasing birth-rate are set the 
decreasing death-rate among children, the increasing longevity of their 
elders, the growing height of conscripts and, in general, a universally 
bettered national health, owing to national hygiene and education. As 
against the increase in alcoholism and juvenile delinquency is cited the 
marked social improvement in the condition of the mass. Under 
"Social Reform," Professor Bracq masses evidence to show how 
strongly foresight and cooperation are working together for good; how, 
more and more , the value of a man as a worker, whether with head or 
hands, is regarded as paramount. He cites as typical of the modern 
French point of view a popular vote, taken by one of the Parisian 
dailies, which placed Pasteur at the head of the list of great French- 
men, with Napoleon in the fourth place. Above all, the author finds 
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that France is to-day the country in which wealth is most clearly level- 
ing upwards. As regards the increase of national wealth, he calls 
attention to the most significant economic fact in the recent history 
of France, its rapid rise to dominance in the world of European 
finance — a fact so strikingly evidenced during the money troubles of 
1907, when the Bank of France came to the help of the Bank of Eng- 
land, and again more recently in the matter of the Turkish loan. 

Professor Bracq has presented us with a great mass of facts, most of 
them new to most of us, arranged and displayed with not a little sense 
of style ; and he has thus given us a most interesting book on a subject 
on which a new book was needed. If he is open to criticism, it is that 
in judging the merits of the Republic he is inclined to base his com- 
parisons too frequently upon the state of affairs under the Empire. 
The Republic is not responsible for all the progress which France has 
made since 1870. Yet one who is familiar with monarchist attacks 
upon the Republic is not unduly disturbed by an exhibition of sturdy 

republicanism. 
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The Corsican ; A Diary of Napoleon's Life in his own Words. 
By R. M. Johnston. Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1910. — 
vi, 52S PP- 

This " Diary " begins : " August 15th, 1769. Birth atAjaccio. I was 
called Napoleon ; that, for centuries past, had been the name given to 
the second son in our family." The controversy as to the date of 
Napoleon's birth is henceforth settled by contemporary evidence ! So 
with the rest of that life which has been such a storehouse of problems ; 
the evidence is now before us from the hand of the Man of Destiny 
himself, and we need no longer read what others say. We have a 
" Diary" (it says so on the covers), beginning with birth and ending 
with death, the Myia, as it were, of Napoleon, a sort of last rich product 
of that higher criticism which great historic events and personalities 
draw to themselves. It may be well, in view of our own weakness in 
superlatives, to let the announcement on the outside cover — that tempt- 
ing bait for the innocent book-buyer — speak for itself : 

The Diary of Napoleon, here presented absolutely and entirely in his own 
words, tells the story of his life and career from birth to death with most ex- 
traordinary vividness and frankness, both as concerns his military cam- 
paigns and public affairs and the more intimate details of his domestic life 
and even his thoughts and moods. The book as a whole is one of extraor- 
dinary biographic and psychologic interest. 



